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JOHN BYRNE POWER, M.R.C.P.I., L.R.C.S.I., D.P.H. 

We deeply regret to record the death of Dr. John Byrne 
Power, one of the Fellows of the Royal Meteorological 
Society, which took place on August 30, 1907, at his 
residence, Kingstown, Co. Dublin. 

For many years he filled the important post of Medical 
Superintendent Officer of Health at Kingstown, where by-his 
ability and energy he accomplished great reforms and made 
most important studies of its climate. He was a most 
earnest, capable, and conscientious worker, and deserves 
special notice at our hands. 

Dr. Power was born in Dublin in 1834, and was the eldest 
son of the late James Power, Esq., of Hazelbrook, Rath- 
farnham, Co. Dublin, In early life he suffered greatly from 
delicate health, and, being at that time of independent 
means, did not enter upon a professional career until some¬ 
what advanced in years. 

At first he studied law, but his taste did not lie there, so 
later on he entered the medical profession. The present 
writer, who knew him most intimately, can testify to his 
high intelligence and accurate mind, as well as to his per¬ 
severing diligence as a student. Delicate as he was he 
possessed remarkable courage and devotedness, and on one 
occasion held on, as resident, in a large hospital crowded 
with cases of small-pox, while others left in terror. 

Soon after he had taken out his medical and surgical quali¬ 
fications he was appointed Senior Physician to St. Michael’s 
Hospital, Kingstown, where he had ample opportunities for 
the scientific pursuit of his profession. 

During his tenure of office there he carried out elaborate 
studies and experiments on the subject of the elimination 
of nitrogen compounds from the blood. His essay on this 
subject is a model of patient and thorough scientific work 
and research. In it he proved, for the first time, that the 
skin has very limited power to carry off these compounds ; 
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a fact which has a most important bearing on treatment in 
many crises of illness. 

Dr. Power contributed many very valuable essays on 
medical subjects :—“ On the Powers and Duties of Sanitary 
Inspectors ” ; “ The Climates of Kingstown and of the South 
of England compared ” ; “ On the Public Health of Kings¬ 
town ” ; “ On the-Danger to Public Health caused by Milch 
Cows drinking Sewage,” &e., &e. 

Of latter years, since his appointment as Medical Superin¬ 
tendent Officer of Health for Kingstown, Dr. Power 
devoted himself heart and soul to that department, and by 
his careful records of temperature, winds and rainfall 
succeeded in proving that the climate of Kingstown is 
actually superior in many respects to that of any of the well- 
known health resorts on the South Coast of England. He 
was Port Medical Officer at Kingstown. 

Dr. Power was a gentleman of wide reading and high 
culture, an excellent musician, and had travelled extensively. 
He was of charming personality, genial and amiable to all, 
and universally beloved. 

In 1894 he married Miss Armstrong, daughter of the late 
Major-General Armstrong. She survives to mourn his loss 
with his many friends and admirers. 

F. R. C. 


